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Pizza Grilling contest added
to Balloon Festival events

Get the herbs, spices and sauces ready, the South County Hot Air Balloon Festival July 22-24 is also hosting a pizza grilling contest. The contest will take place on Sunday, July 24th from Noon to 3 PM.
Spencer Seitz, Glen Zibolis and Bud Faria, members of the Wakefield Rotary and organizers of the balloon festival, thought a grilled pizza competition would be a perfect addition to the festival, held at the URI Athletic Fields in Kingston.

“This should be great fun, a new and exciting addition to the festival,” said Bud Faria, one of the grilling contest organizers. “This provides a local competition for Rhode Island pizza grilling enthusiasts.”

 “Everything imaginable can be grilled,” Faria said. “Fruit to seafood, and a lot of people like grilled pizza.” For the purpose of this event, grilled pizza is pizza cooked over an open flame or charcoals. This includes wood fired pizza. 
Since this is the first year of competition, Faria is starting with eight to 10 groups competing for the “Best of Rhode Island. Winners will be selected by a panel of judges comprised entirely of teenagers. When asked why the judges will be made up of only teenagers, Faria replied “Who are the real connoisseurs of Pizza? Teenagers of course! They are the ideal type of judge for this event,” he added.
Adult admission is $10. Children 14 and under are $5 all weekend. Families (mom, dad and kids) are $25. Parking is free. RV camping is available on site. All proceeds are donated to charities by the Rotary Club of Wakefield. 

For a detailed schedule of events, visit www.southcountyballoonfest.com.

For information about competing in the event, contact Bud Faria by phone at 401-789-3902 or by email at budfaria@yahoo.com.
